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AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, FR 

SUBJECT: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO EUROCOMMUNISM? 

SUMMARY. ONCE HERALDED AS THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE. DES- 
TINED TO PUSH COMMUNISTS INTO POWER IN PARIS AND ROME, 
EUROCOMMUNISM IS TAKING ITS LUMPS, ESPECIALLY IN FRANCE. 
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TRAILING RELUCTANTLY AT FIRST IN THE WAKE OF THE PCI, 
FRENCH COMMUNISTS FOR A TIME SEEMED CAUGHT UP IN THE 
THRILL OF THE CHASE, FINALLY AT THE DOORS OF POLITICAL 
POWER IN EXCHANGE FOR THE ELECTOR A LEY APPEALING MOVES 
OF LOPPING OFF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT 
FROM PARTY STATUTES AND CRITICIZING SELECTED HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE USSR. BUT ALL THAT EXCITEMENT 
HAS VANISHED. THE PERSONAL DEBATE WHICH TOOK PLACE EAR- 
LIER THIS MONTH BETWEEN COMMUNIST HISTORIAN AND DISSI- 
DENT JEAN ELLEINSTEIN AND PCF LEADER GEORGES MARCHAIS 
SHOWS JUST HOW FAR THE PCF LEADERSHIP HAS TO GO IN 
CHANGING ITS CONSERVATIVE AND INTROVERTED WAYS. 

1 . EUROCOMMUNISM ON THE DEFENSIVE: "EUROCOMMUNISM RE- 
MAINS AN IDEA ON THE MARCH". SAYS COMMUNIST HISTORIAN 
JEAN ELLEINSTEIN, DEPITE SOME "REAL HESITA- 
TIONS" BY THE FRENCH PARTY. HESITATIONS? SURELY AN 
OPTIMISTIC CHOICE OF WORDS BY THE PCF'S ONLY OUTSPOKEN 
ADVOCATE OF EUROCOMMUNISM, PUT FORWARD IN THE FACE OF 
CONVINCING EVIDENCE THAT HIS PARTY LEADERSHIP IN FACT 
WANTS LITTLE OR NO PART OF THE IDEA. WHILE ELLEINSTEIN 
ARGUES THE NECESSITY FOR A LIBERALIZATION OF BOTH DOC- 
TRINE AND STRATEGY (FOR WHICH HE MAY FIND SOME SUPPORT, 
ALBEIT SILENT, AMONG PARTY INTELLECTUALS), THE PCF 
INSTEAD RETREATS MORE DEEPLY INTO THE DOGMA OF YESTER- 
YEAR, SO THAT COMMUNIST POLITICAL THEORY OF 1978 BEGINS 
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TO RESEMBLE ONCE AGAIN THAT OF THE 1950'S AND 1960'S 
(WITHOUT THE STALINIST CONTENT), LEAVING ONLY THE RHE- 
TORIC OF THE UNION OF THE LEFT, THE COMMON PROGRAM, ETC., 
FROM MORE RECENT TIMES. 

2. ACCORDING TO ELLEINSTEIN, WRITING IN AUGUST 

IN PARIS MATCH AND LE MONDE, THE FUTURE OF THE PCF DE- 
PENDS ON ITS ABILITY TO STRIKE A "HISTORIC ALLIANCE" 

WITH THE SOCIALISTS AND TO DEFINE A "THIRD SOLUTION" 

WHICH IS NEITHER THE STATE SOCIALISM OF THE EAST NOR THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY OR CAPITALISM OF THE WEST. THE PS/PCF 
ALLIANCE SHOULD SPECIFY THE LONG-TERM OBJECTIVES OF SO- 
CIALISM IN THE FRENCH CONTEXT AS WELL AS THE STEP-BY- 
STEP PROCESS FOR ITS CONSTRUCTION. AS FOR THE "THIRD 
SOLUTION", ITS CREDIBILITY DEPENDS FIRST AND FOREMOST 
ON PCF WILLINGNESS TO CATEGORICALLY REJECT THE SOVIET 
EXPERIENCE, TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE MOSCOW DISSIDENT 
TRIALS AND THE INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA "ARE NOTHING 
OTHER THAN THE PRODUCT OF A SYSTEM BASED ON THE DOMINA- 
TION OF THE BUREAUCRACY AND WHERE WORKERS' RIGHTS ARE 
NON EXISTENT." 
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3. THE PROPHET DISAVOWED: ELLEINSTEIN OF COURSE IS 
PUSHING PURE EUROCOMMUNISM, INCLUDING ITS IDEAS FOR DE- 
MOCRATIZING INTERNAL PARTY ORGANIZATION AND "PERFECTING" 
DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM. FOR THE MOMENT, HOWEVER, HE RE- 
MAINS A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS, COMPLETELY IGNO- 
RED BY THE PCF PRESS IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY INDICATION 
THAT HE COMMANDS A SERIOUS FOLLOWING. (THERE IS IN 
FACT NO WAY FO MEASURING FI J EINSTEIN'S IMPACT, WHICH IS 
CERTAINLY GREATER ON TACTICAL ISSUES SUCH AS OPEN TRI 
BUNES THAN ON BROADER IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS OF A 
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"HISTORIC ALLIANCE"). SECRETARY GENERAL GEORGES MARCHAIS 
HAS PUBLICLY REFUTED ELI .EINSTEIN. ACCUSING HIM OF "LIES, 
FALSIFICATIONS AND IGNORANCE." THIS KIND OF TREATMENT 
FOR A MAN ONCE CONSIDERED THE STALKING HORSE FOR MAR- 
CHAIS' OWN "LIBERAL" INITIATIVES. 

4. MOREOVER, COMMUNIST DOCTRINE, AS IT HAS EVOL- 
VED SINCE THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE UNITED 

LEFT, SEEMS TO CLOSE OUT CONSIDERATION OF F,T ,1 .F.TNSTF.TN'S 
IDEAS. MARCHAIS AGREES, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THERE IS NO 
MODEL FOR "SOCIALISM IN FRENCH COLORS", BUT HE CLEARLY 
HESITATES AT MAKING A DEFINITIVE BREAK WITH THE USSR. 

- HUMANITE STILL AVOIDS CRITICISM OF THE SOVIET 
UNION, OTHER THAN THE OCCASIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
INCIDENT; 

- EVEN IN MARKING THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, THE PCF LINKED ITS 
CALL FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS TO 
THE DISSOLUTION OF MILITARY BLOCS. 

AS FOR THE "HISTORIC ALLIANCE", PCF/PS RELATIONS HAVE 
SELDOM BEEN WORSE; AS DID A PCF CONTACT RECENTLY, ONE 
COULD AS WELL SPECULATE ON A HISTORICAL CONVERGENCE OSC 
COMMUNISM AND GAULLISM. INTERNAL PARTY LIBERALIZATION 
ALSO APPEARS A LONG WAY OFF; THE "PRIMER" FOR THE 23RD 
CONGRESS, PAUL LAURENT'S SOON TO BE PUBLISHED "THE PCF 
AS IT IS", PROMISES ONLY OCCASIONAL OPEN TRIBUNES IN 
THE PCF PRESS AND A MERELY COSMETIC TOUCH-UP AIMED AT 
"DEMOCRATIZING" DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM. 

5. 20 PERCENT SOLUTION: THE NET RESULT IS THAT WHILE 
ELLEINSTEIN SEEKS HIS SO-CALLED "MODERN PCF" - INNO- 
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VATIVE AND IMAGINATIVE - COMMUNIST STRATEGY IS BECO- 
MING INCREASINGLY DEFENSIVE AND CONSERVATIVE. ESSEN- 
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TTAT.T.Y A HOLDING ACTION DESIGNED TO PROTECT ITS CURRENT 
20 PERCENT OF THE POPULAR VOTE, PCF POLICY IN 1978 IS 
A RETURN TO THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS WHICH HAVE INSURED 
SURVIVAL FOR NEARLY SIXTY YEARS: 

- EMPHASIS ON THE TRIBUNE ROLE AS "SOLE DEFEN- 
DER OF THE WORKING CLASS;" 

- STRUGGLE FOR COMMUNIST HEGEMONY ON THE LEFT; 

PS PREDOMINANCE CANNOT BE TOLERATED, CLASS 
COLLABORATION IS DEADLY; 

- TOTAL COMMITMENT TO OPPOSITIONAL PURITY, I.E., 

THE PCF WILL GOVERN ON ITS OWN TERMS OR NOT AT 
ALL, AND WILL CERTAINLY REFUSE TO "MANAGE THE 
CRISIS OF CAPITALISM”. 

6. THE EUROPEAN QUESTION: THIS STRATEGY IS COMBINED 

IN FRANCE WITH A FANATICAL BRAND OF NATIONALISM AND AN 
ACCOMPLISHED STYLE OF DEMAGOGUERY TO PRODUCE A NOT 
VERY SUBTLE BUT NONETHELESS EFFECTIVE ELECTORAL APPEAL. 
ULTRA-NATIONALISM, OF COURSE, DRIVES ANOTHER IMPORTANT 
WEDGE BETWEEN FRENCH COMMUNISTS AND THEIR WOULD-BE 
EUROCOMMUNIST NEIGHBOTRS, LEAVING THE PCF AS ODD-MAN 
ON NEARLY EVERY EUROPEAN QUESTION. ONCE AGAIN SWIMMING 
AGAINST THE CURRENT, ELLEINSTEIN ARGUES THAT THE PCF 
MUST RECOGNIZE EUROPE AS THE POLITICAL BATTLEFIELD FOR 
THE REMAINDER OF THIS CENTURY AND ONE WHICH DICTATES 
THE COOPERATION OF ALL EUROPEAN COMMUNIST PARTIES. IN 
FACT, PCF NATIONALISM IS SO RAMPANT AS TO SUPERCEDE 
EVEN THE HERETOFORE SACROSANCT CONSIDERATIONS OF COM- 
MUNIST INTERNATIONALISM. THUS, IN THE CASE OF SPANISH 
ENTRY INTO THE EC, PROTECTION OF FRENCH FARMERS TAKES 
PRECEDENCE OVER SOLIDARITY WITH THE WORKERS OF 
SPAIN, AND THE CAUSE OF EUROCOMMUNISM SUFFERS ONCE 
AGAIN. 
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7. IS THIS SIMPLY A TRANSIENT PHASE, A "HESITATION", 
NECESSITATED BY TACTICAL POLITICAL REASONS, I.E., TO 
HOLD THE LINE AT 20 PERCENT IN THE JUNE 1979 ELECTIONS 
FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT? IS THE PCF BIDING ITS TIME, 
WAITING FOR A MORE PROPITIOUS MOMENT TO MAKE THE CHANGES 
WHICH ELLEINSTEIN SAYS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR THE PARTY'S 
SURVIVAL? ONLY TIME WILL TELL, BUT GIVEN THE TRACK RE- 
CORD OF THE PCF AND ITS PROFOUNDLY CONSERVATIVE NATURE, 
OUR BET IS THAT JEAN ELLEINSTEIN S PROMISED LAND OF 
EUROCOMMUNISM WILL BE A LONG TIME IN COMING. 

HARTMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMMUNISM, SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, POLITICAL PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PARIS28635 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780351-0662 
Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 7/aaaaaogp. tel 

Line Count: 275 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 6814f25a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 6 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1602302 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO EUROCOMMUNISM? SUMMARY. ONCE HERALDED AS THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE, DES- TINED TO 

PUSH COMMUNISTS INTO POWER IN PARIS AND R 

TAGS: PINT, FR, XG 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/681 4f25a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



